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{And all I know is,' said the Cardinal, ' ho once
threatened mine.'

* Strange ! * said Lothair, and then he rapidly recounted
to the Cardinal his adventure at the Fenian meeting.

' Strange!' echoed his Eminence.

CHAPTER XLIX.

MRS, CAM?IAN did not appear at luncheon, which was ob-
served but not noticed. Afterwards, while Lothair was
making some arrangements for the amusement of his
guests, and contriving that they should fit in with the
chief incident of the day, which was the banquet given
to him by the county, and which it was settled the ladies
were not to attend, the Colonel took him aside and said,
* I do not think that Theodora will care to go out to-day.'

* She is not unwell, I hope ? *

* Not exactly; but she has had some news, some news of
some friends, which has disturbed her.    And if you wiJ
excuse me, I will request your permission not to attend the
dinner to-day, which I had hoped to have had the honour
of doing.    But I think our plans must bo changed a little.
1 almost think we shall not go to Scotland after all.'

1 There is not the slightest necessity for your going to
the dinner. You will have plenty to keep you in counte-
nance at home. Lord St. Aldegonde is not going, nor I
fancy any of them. I shall take the Duke with me and
Lord Culloden, and if you do not go, I shall take Mr.
Putney Giles. The Lord Lieutenant will meet us there.
I <un sorry about Mrs. Campian, because I know she is not
ever put out by little things. May I not see her in the
course of the day ? I should be very sorry that the day
should pass CYCT without seeing her.'